2017 SUSTAINABLE SATURDAY
FREE FILM SERIES

ALL FILMS BEGIN AT 9:00 AM

Camelot Theatres 2300 Baristo Road, Palm Springs

THE PALM SPRINGS CULTURAL CENTER AND THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS PRESENT A MONTHLY FREE
SUSTAINABLE FILM SERIES AT THE CAMELOT THEATRES. BE GREEN AND BRING NEW OR GENTLY USED
BOOKS, DVD’S OR CD’S TO DONATE TO THE FRIENDS OF THE PALM SPRINGS LIBRARY. IT’S RECYCLING
AT ITS BEST!

January 21 -

Seed: The Untold Story -

Few things on Earth are as miraculous and vital as seeds. Worshipped and treasured since the dawn of humankind, these subtle flecks of
life are the source of all existence. Like ny me capsules, they contain the songs, sustenance, memories, and medicines of en re cultures.
They feed us, clothe us, and provide the raw materials for our everyday lives. In a very real sense, they are life itself.
Yet in our modern world, these
precious gi s of nature are in grave
danger. In less than a century of in‐
dustrial agriculture, our once abun‐
dant seed diversity—painstakingly
created by ancient farmers and gar‐
deners over countless millennia—has
been dras cally winnowed down to a
handful of mass‐produced varie es.
Under the spell of industrial
“progress” and a lust for profit, our
quaint family farmsteads have given
way to mechanized agribusinesses
sowing gene cally iden cal crops on
a monstrous scale. Recent news
headlines suggest that Irish history
may already be repea ng in our glob‐
alized food system. Ar cles in the
New York Times and other main‐
stream sources report the impending
collapse of the world’s supplies of
bananas, oranges, coﬀee and coco‐
nuts—all due to a shortsighted over‐
reliance on a single, fragile variety.
Without seed diversity, crop diseases
rise and empires fall.

More than a cau onary tale of “man against
nature,” the remarkable story of seeds is an
epic “good‐versus‐evil” saga playing out in
our modern lives. For eons, cultures around
the world have believed seeds to be our
birthright: a covenant with the earth shared
by all and passed down across genera ons.
But today, our seeds are increasingly private
property held in corporate hands. A cadre of
ten agrichemical companies (including Syn‐
genta, Bayer, and Monsanto) now controls
more than two‐thirds of the global seed mar‐
ket, reaping unprecedented profits. Ge‐
ne cally modified crops (GMOs) engineered
in their sterile laboratories dominate farm‐
ers’ fields and dinner tables in the United
States and countries around the world. Farm‐
ers from Minnesota to Madhya Pradesh, In‐
dia toil in economic thrall to the “Gene Gi‐
ants,” paying he y licensing fees to plant
their patented crops. If they a empt to save
their own seed at the end of a season, fol‐
lowing a tradi on prac ced by humans for
over 12,000 years, they face ruthless prose‐
cu on. (Suﬀering under this indentured servi‐
tude, over 250,000 farmers in India have
commi ed suicide in the last 20 years.)

People everywhere are waking up to the vital importance of seeds for our future. In recent months, March Against Monsanto protests
have rallied millions in more than 400 ci es and 50 countries to the cause of seed freedom. Ballot ini a ves to label gene cally modified
foods have been proposed in U.S. ci es from California to Connec cut—a direct threat to the profits of the Gene Giants and their Big Food
cronies. Seed libraries, community gardens, and a new genera on of passionate young farmers are cropping up to shi the balance toward
a more sustainable and sovereign seed paradigm. A David and Goliath ba le is underway, and the stakes couldn’t be higher.

SUSTAINABILITY FILMS SPONSORED BY
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION
COMMISSION AND THE PALM SPRINGS CULTURAL CENTER
CENTER
Call 760-323-8214 for information or visit www.yoursustainablecity.com

