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What is the Sustainability Plan?  
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The Palm Springs Sustainability Plan is a roadmap for a 
healthier, more resilient, prosperous, equitable, and 
sustainable future. The Sustainability Plan charts a 

course for the next five years and beyond.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It Provides:
Visionary goals
Numeric objectives
Near-term actions
Dashboard metrics
Actions that community members can take
Next steps
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B enefits to the C ommunity 
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 Provide s  opportunitie s  for com m unity m e m be rs  to  live  
m ore  he a lthy a nd susta ina ble  life s tyle s . 

 Re duce s  e ne rgy, wa te r, wa ste  consum ption, sa ving 
m one y. 

 Stre ngthe ns  loca l e nvironm e nta l progra m s. 
 Cre a te s  loca l jobs . 
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L ocal Policy F ramework 
 2009 Susta ina bility Ma ste r Pla n 
 Ge ne ra l Pla n 
 Clim a te  Action Pla n 
 Ene rgy Action Pla n 
 Coa che lla  Va lle y Associa tion of 

Gove rnm e nts  Non-Motorize d 
Tra nsporta tion Pla n 

 Bicycle  Route  Pla n 
 Urba n Fore st Ma na ge m e nt 

Re port  
 Coa che lla  Va lle y Multip le  Spe cie s  

Ha bita t Conse rva tion Pla n  
 Pa rk & Re cre a tion Ma ste r Pla n 
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Public E ngagement  
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 Stre e t ca m pa ign (downtown 
libra ry +  Ma yor’s  Ra ce ) 

 Pisnic 
 Surve y 
 Workshop #1 (12/5/15 @ 

Libra ry) 
 Workshop #2 (1/24/16 @ 

Ma yor’s  Ra ce ) 
 Te a m  build ing +  SMP 

Ove rvie w Study Se ssion  
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Public E ngagement 

6 



Palm Springs Sustainability Plan 

Walk and Roll: Palm Springs 
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 Get directions for walking, 
biking, and transit. 

 Browse popular routes to walk, 
hike and bike.  

 Count calories & save carbon. 
 Learn safety tips for walking and 

biking. 
 Find your neighborhood 

organization. 
 

http://www.walkandrollpalmsprings.org/ 
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What Does the Plan Do?  
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Vision 
Palm Springs is economically prosperous, socially just, culturally 

rich, and environmentally sound. 
 
Pa lm  Springs  is  a  thriving com m unity tha t e m e rge s  a s  a  m ode l of 
susta ina ble  de ve lopm e nt tha t prote cts  se nsitive  ha bita t a nd tha t 
prom ote s  we llbe ing. The  City re lie s  on cle a n e ne rgy, susta ina ble  
build ings , a nd a ctive  a nd he a lthy tra nsporta tion. Ne ighborhoods 
a re  com ple te  a nd we ll-conne cte d. The  City is  e conom ica lly d ive rse  
a nd prospe rous with ne w innova tive  industrie s  a nd s trong loca l 
busine sse s  tha t provide  sa fe  a nd he a lthy jobs  for a ll re s ide nts . 
Citize ns  a re  e nga ge d a nd sha re  a  vis ion of a  susta ina ble  future . 
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C hapter Overview 
Climate Change + Resilience 

Economic Prosperity + Green Businesses 

Community Health + Wellness 

Livable Neighborhoods 

Active + Sustainable Transportation 

Urban Forests + Natural Systems 

Energy Conservation + Renewable Energy 

Water Conservation + Efficiency 

Solid Waste + Recycling 

Food + Urban Agriculture 

Lead by Example 
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3 0  next steps 
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 Ide ntifie d  30 ne xt s te ps   
 Priority a ction ite m s 
 Im m e dia te  im ple m e nta tion  

Page 8 
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C limate C hange + Resilience 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  is  re s ilie nt a nd 
ca rbon ne utra l. 
1. Monitor a nd re port 

gre e nhouse  ga s  e m iss ions .  
2. De ve lop s tra te gie s  to  re duce  

com m unity-wide  contributions  
to  GHG e m issions  to  1990 
le ve ls  by 2020 a nd 80%  be low 
1990 by 2050. Achie ve  ca rbon 
ne utra lity for m unicipa l 
e m iss ions  by 2030. 

3. Im prove  com m unity re s ilie ncy 
to  the  pote ntia l im pa cts  of 
clim a te  cha nge . 
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E conomic Prosperity + Green B usiness 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  is  a  ce nte r for cle a n te ch, 
re ne wa ble  e ne rgy, a nd  innova tion. 
1. He lp  to  cre a te  500 cle a n te ch jobs  by 

2020. 
2. Grow Pa lm  Springs’ loca l e conom y by 

re ta ining  a nd e xpa nding sm a ll a nd  
loca lly-owne d busine sse s , incre a s ing  
e xports  a nd  de cre a s ing  im ports .  

3. Esta blish Pa lm  Springs  a s  a  pre m ie re  
e cotourism  de s tina tion in the  U.S. by 
im proving e xis ting  industry pra ctice s  a nd 
e xpa nding cultura l a nd  na ture -ba se d 
tourism . 

4. Encoura ge  sus ta ina ble  busine ss  
pra ctice s . 

5. Tra in a nd grow the  City’s  gre e n 
workforce . 
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C ommunity Health + Wellness 
Goal: Re side nts  a nd a ll se ctors  of our com m unity a re  e nga ge d in a n a ctive , 
life -long proce ss  m a king choice s  to  a chie ve  one ’s  pote ntia l a nd optim a l we ll-
be ing in life . 
1. Incre a se  the  City’s  ove ra ll he a lth s ta tus  by 5%  in 2020 by e ncoura ging 

life -long re cre a tiona l physica l a ctivity.  
2. Enga ge  com m unity pa rtne rs  to  provide  he a lth a nd we llne ss  e duca tion 

a nd/or se rvice s .  
3. Prom ote  m e nta l, socia l, a nd e m otiona l he a lth. 
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L ivable Neighborhoods 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  is  a  City of vibra nt a nd liva ble  ne ighborhoods . 
1. Active ly prom ote  tra nsform a tion of public spa ce s  to  support 

p la ce m a king a nd bring vibra ncy into  ne ighborhoods a nd 
com m unity public spa ce s  by pilo ting proje cts  in two 
ne ighborhoods by 2020. 

2. Prom ote  sm a rt growth.  
3. Encoura ge  the  build ing or re trofitting  of one  m illion squa re  fe e t 

of gre e n build ings . 
4. Prom ote  Crim e  Pre ve ntion Through Environm e nta l De sign 

(CPTED) principle s  whe n de signing s ite s , build ings , fa cilitie s  
a nd the  surrounding a re a s . 

5. Encoura ge  the  build ing a nd pre se rva tion of workforce  housing 
in ne w a nd e xis ting housing proje cts . 
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A ctive + Sustainable T ransportation 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  is  a  le a de r in 
susta ina ble  tra nsporta tion. 
1. Prom ote  tra nsporta tion choice s .  
2. Prom ote  tra nsit-orie nte d 

de ve lopm e nt.  
3. Inte gra te  susta ina ble  tra nsporta tion 

infra s tructure  a nd progra m s through 
the  de ve lopm e nt proce ss  a nd through 
pa rtne rships  with e m ploye rs . 

4. Prom ote  cle a n tra nsporta tion through 
a lte rna tive  fue ls  a nd ve hicle s . 

5. De ve lop policie s  a nd progra m s for the  
City of Pa lm  Springs  to  le a d the  wa y 
in susta ina ble  p la nning a nd 
ope ra tions . 
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Urban F orests + Natural Systems 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  cultiva te s  a  flourishing  
urba n fore s t a nd  de se rt e cosyste m  
e nsuring  ha bita t pro te ction a nd e nha nce  
a nd a cce ss  to  ope n spa ce , re cre a tion a nd 
na tura l re source s . 
1. Expa nd the  urba n fore s t by p la nting  

5,000 ne w tre e s  on public a nd priva te  
s ite s  a nd  be com e  a  Tre e  City USA 
com m unity by 2020. 

2. Prom ote  a cce ss  to  sus ta ina ble , ope n 
spa ce , re cre a tion a nd na tura l 
re source s .  

3. Support e fforts  to  pro te ct a nd  
e nha nce  re giona l e cosyste m s. 

4. Exce e d re giona l s ta nda rds  for 
s torm wa te r contro l. 
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E nergy C onservation + Renewable E nergy 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  is  a  high e fficie ncy, re ne wa ble  e ne rgy city. 
1. Re duce  the  to ta l e ne rgy use  by a ll build ing built be fore  2012 by 10% .  
2. Re duce  e ne rgy use  a nd ca rbon use  from  ne w hom e s a nd build ings .  
3. Prom ote  outdoor lighting  s ta nda rds  tha t m inim ize  light tre spa ss  a nd 

re duce  light pollution a nd prote ct the  surrounding outdoor e nvironm e nt 
from  outdoor lighting  im pa cts . 

4. Supply 50%  of the  a ll e ne rgy re ne wa ble  source s  by 2030 a nd 75%  of a ll 
City build ing’s  e ne rgy from  re ne wa ble  source s  by 2020. 
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Water C onservation + E fficiency 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  is  a  le a de r in wa te r e fficie ncy a nd re use . 
1. Re duce  pota ble  wa te r use  in City fa cilitie s  by 50%  by 2020. 
2. Re duce  pota ble  wa te r usa ge  pe r ca pita  in Pa lm  Springs  by 

30%  by 2020.  
3. Incre a se  re cycle d a nd gra y wa te r usa ge  in Pa lm  Springs  by 

10%  by 2020. 
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Solid Waste + Recycling 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  is  a  ze ro  wa ste  com m unity. 
1. Encoura ge  a n ove ra ll re duction in m a te ria ls  a nd goods  

consum ption.  
2. Expa nd progra m s to  incre a se  la ndfill wa ste  d ive rs ion, re cycling , 

a nd  com posting  to  re cove r 90%  of a ll wa ste  ge ne ra te d  by 2030.  
3. Re duce  food scra ps  a nd gre e n wa ste  se nt the  la ndfills  by 50%  by 

2025. 
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F ood + Urban A griculture 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  is  a  he a lthie r, m ore  food-se cure  com m unity tha t 
supports  com m unity-ba se d a griculture . 
1. Re duce  the  consum ption of re source -inte ns ive  foods .  
2. Support com m unity-ba se d  food sys te m s tha t produce  he a lthy 

foods  a nd re duce  food wa ste .  
3. Eva lua te  e xis ting  re gula tion to  be tte r unde rs ta nd ba rrie rs  to  

growing a nd producing  food. 
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L ead by E xample 
Goal: Pa lm  Springs  is  a  m ode l for sus ta ina ble  
pra ctice s  throughout e ve ry de pa rtm e nt in the  City. 
1. Em be d sus ta ina ble  princip le s  a nd pra ctice s  

into  city ope ra tions .  
2. Em be d sus ta ina bility into  ca pita l im prove m e nt 

re vie w, de s ign, a nd  construction.  
3. Ensure  a ll e m ploye e s  ha ve  a  ba se line  

unde rs ta nding  of sus ta ina bility princip le s  a nd 
re gula r opportunitie s  for le a rning . 

4. Foste r a  sa fe  a nd he a lthy work e nvironm e nt. 
5. Adopt sus ta ina ble  pra ctice s  a nd purcha s ing  

policie s . 
6. Em be d sus ta ina bility conce pts  a nd pra ctice s  

into  the  loca l culture  through e duca tion, 
prom otion, a nd  com m unity e nga ge m e nt. 

7. Be  a  re giona l le a de r. 
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T hank you! 
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Michele M ician, Office of Sustainability 
m iche le .m icia n@pa lm springsca .gov 
760-323-8214 
 
Eric Yurkovich, Raimi +  Associates 
e ric@ra im ia ssocia te s .com  
510-666-1010 

@Be Susta ina ble PS /He a lthyPla ne tHe a lthyYou 
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